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This monthly newsletter is supported by local businesses including
Foodland IGA, at 14 Warooka Road, Yorketown SA 5576.
Tel: 8852 1111
If you wish to place an advertisement and reach the residents and
visitors of Hardwicke Bay, or be on our mailing list please contact
the HWBPA Treasurer on the email above.

Progress Association President’s Report...
Well it is actually the Vice President’s report as Ashley is away on holidays. His plan was to end up
at Fraser Island but due to Covid restrictions did not get across the Queensland border. He was last
spotted aimlessly wandering around NSW.
So, this gives me the chance to give him a bit of a plug about his leadership in 2020. Ashley Gordon
alias Flash Gordon or sometimes Superman has worked tirelessly for Hardwicke Bay to make it a
better place for all including new beach shelters and big tidy up projects e.g. the corner of Cutline
and Southshore Road. There is also a new BBQ in the shed to be installed shortly at the
playground. I don’t believe that people realise the hours that Ashley and other committee
members and volunteers put in to make our town so much better.
In November we took the Bingo team to Port Turton for the annual “Silver Schoolies” Bingo
afternoon. About 50 people attended and we were blessed with a fine day so as it could be held
outdoors to comply with Covid restrictions. Thanks to Pauline, Sandy and Sheri lee for giving up
their time to come and look after things.
On Dec 12th we have our Christmas dinner and space will be limited due to Covid restrictions so
please get your name and payment in quickly.
Sadly, we lost one of our much-loved locals and a very close friend of ours this month, Ferd
Machadinho after a battle with Cancer. A true friend, a great cook, great crab raker and many other
skills. Ferd will be sadly missed. Condolences to Judi and her family from all of us.
So, from me I wish all our Locals and all readers of our newsletter all the best for our Christmas
period and let’s hope and pray that we are at the end of this Covid virus and that the rest of the
world can follow suit

Yours sincerely
Geoff Hampel
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GIPSY WAGGONS

There was a time when the scene of a Clydesdale at a steady pace pulling a covered wagon with a couple or family on board
was quite a familiar sight at Hardwicke Bay, but sadly times have changed and now we may never see this again.

The 1970’s were not the easiest years for farming in South Australia which led a number of local farmers to find an alternate
source of income. Anthony and Sue Honner, farmers of Brentwood, decided to branch out into tourism as they owned several
unused farmhouses. At the time English style farm stay holidays were virtually unheard of in Australia, the Honners
approached the South Australian Tourism Commission with the idea, but the bureau did not see the venture being a success.
Unperturbed the Honner family went ahead and set up a holiday house in one of their unused farmhouses at Paling Hut on the
south coast, near Sturt Bay. The venture proved to be a big hit, the isolation and being self-reliant was a huge drawcard. Seeing
further potential, the Honners decided to set up two more of their unused homesteads at Brentwood, Sandalwood Park and
The Lodge, closely followed by the family purchasing Hardwicke House in April 1981.
With the success of the farm stay business the Honners proposed the idea of an “outdoor adventure” style holiday of
Clydesdale drawn covered wagons moving locally between Brentwood, Cockle Beach, Hardwicke Bay and Point Turton with the
ability to camp on the beach during summertime.

The wagons were mainly constructed locally, the trailer at Curramulka and the fibreglass “canvas” covering made at Warooka.
They proved to be warm in winter and cool in summer. Each wagon was self-contained with oven, hotplates, fridge, 200 litres
of water, lighting, an esky, single and double beds. The spelling of Gipsy Waggon was chosen due to legal reasons.
The Honner family ran the business of five wagons for many years. SA Toursim was keen to promote the unusual form of
holiday style and it proved highly successful with some couples and families returning many times.
Sue was the main point of contact and would decide which horse suited the hirer based on this initial conversation. The
business was extensive and meant that a few extra people were employed from time to time over the years, training and
caring for the horses, managing and checking camp sites. The entire Honner family were very hands on, which also extended to
the children who organised a number of ponies and horses which they hired to the customers. As they grew older each one of
the six Honner children were given the opportunity to run the business for a year and it was only when the youngest, David,
left home for university that Anthony and Sue decided it was time to
retire the business.
In all the years of operation a broken arm was the only incident
when a teenager came off one of the horses while riding bareback,
but the cost of insurance proved a stumbling block in the sale of the
wagons as a going concern. In 2002 the horses, harness and
paraphernalia were auctioned. Anthony retained four of the wagons
with the idea that they would be placed at their Stansbury Motel
site for extra accommodation if ever required at some stage in the
future.
We hope you the reader have enjoyed our articles about a little of the history of the locality in which we live as much as we have enjoyed researching and
compiling these articles for the HBPA newsletter over the last two years. We would like to thank again all who have contributed to these stories and in the
future we may occasionally contribute further items but for the moment this will be our final article.

Graeme and Christina Ball
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YP Waste and Recycling Calendar...
Hardwicke Bay is area two in the waste schedule (represented by the dark yellow dates for rubbish and recycling) and collection is
on Wednesdays. Garden organics are scheduled monthly (represented by the dark green dates) and collected on Thursdays.
Also, don’t forget to keep your bottles and cans out of your recycling bin and place them in the blue bins available around the area
(let us know if you don’t have access to one) so the money raised from returns can go towards improving our town. Every 10c
counts and we thank our volunteers for collecting and managing the recycling! We couldn’t do it without you. Volunteers are a bit
short at the moment so if you can spare an hour or two to help out with jobs like this it would be appreciated a lot!

Saturday 4th Jan @ 11am
Family Fun Day
To be held on the foreshore at Hardwicke Bay
Saturday 11th Jan
Monthly Community Dinner
To be held at the Community Hall
Sunday 26th Jan
Australia Day festivities
To be held at the Community Hall

At the hall...

Bingo every Wednesday night with
the hall open from 7.00pm and ‘Eyes
Down’ from 7.30pm. Bar open (or
BYO drinks and nibbles). Tea and
coffee served
during the interval.
Plenty of prizes up for grabs and
everyone is welcome!
Morning Tea 10.00am every Monday
(excluding Public Holidays) come
along for a chat!
Community Dinner every 2nd
Saturday of the month. Join us for a
chicken schnitzel for $6.00 plus we
ask you bring a savoury or sweet
plate to share. Arrive at 6.30pm for
a 7.00pm start to dinner. Bar open
(or BYO drinks).
Occasionally a ‘special’ menu is
offered (e.g. Asian) and cost may be
higher.
The December Saturday
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dinner is reserved as a Christmas
Dinner with an extended menu and
higher cost.
At all dinners raffle tickets are sold
and a members draw held (see
drinks night for details.) Bookings
are essential for catering, please
indicate numbers attending on the
Facebook event, email
progress@hardwickebay.org or add
your details to the list located on the
noticeboard outside the hall.
Friday Night Drinks from 5pm,
weekly raffle drawn, play pool or
darts or just have a chat. Bar open
(or BYO drinks) and bring nibbles to
share.
Lucky number draws.
Members only draw, member must
be
present (jackpots $10 each

week if member drawn not present to
maximum of $200)
Hall for hire do you have a function
coming up? For $150 (ask about
progress member discount) you can
book the hall as your venue. See the
webpage for details.
Membership This is not only available to
residents and property holders. Anyone
who would like to become a member of
our Association and participate in the
above-mentioned activities plus others
arranged during each year, can do so by
paying
$20
to
our
Treasurer
(progress@hardwickebay.org)
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A LITTLE CHRISTMAS CHEER

Who delivers presents to baby sharks at Christmas?
Santa Jaws!
What do they sing at a snowman’s birthday party?
Freeze a jolly good fellow!
Why was the snowman looking through the carrots?
He was picking his nose!
What does Santa do when his elves misbehave?
He gives them the sack!

MINLATON HOTEL
26 MAIN STREET

YOUR LOCAL

What do you get if you eat Christmas decorations?
Tinsilitis!

PHONE: (08) 8853 2014

‘SIP N SAVE’

BOTTLE SHOP

When is a boat just like snow?
When it’s adrift!
What do monkeys sing at Christmas?
Jungle bells!

MINLATON SA 5575

TAB KENO AND POKIES
Sammys Café and Restaurant - Dine In Or Take-Away
Lunch 12 -1.30pm Dinner 6 – 7.30pm

Have a great time – play it safe

What do sheep say at Christmas?
A Merry Christmas to Ewe!

book the courtesy bus – 8853 2014

Hardwicke Bay Progress Committee Member Contacts

Local Contact Information

Ashley Gordon (President) ashleygordon020762@gmail.com

0429 398 848

Emergency (Police, Fire, Ambulance)

000

Geoff Hampel (Vice President) geoff.hampel@bigpond.com

0419 907 335

SA Police (Police Assistance)

131 444

Sue Crook (Treasurer)

suecrook69@gmail.com

0402 046 853

Minlaton Police Station

08 8853 2100

Janet Firth (Secretary)

firthjanet@bigpond.com

0491 347 937

Minlaton Community Health Service

08 8853 3500

dmdr@internode.on.net

0408 602 675

Minlaton Medical Centre

08 8853 2001

08 8853 4382

Minlaton Medical Centre (After Hours)

08 8853 2200

Yorketown Police Station

08 8853 1100

Yorketown Hospital and Health Service

08 8852 1200

0418 888 350

Yorketown Medical Centre

08 8852 1002

anthony.willy1959@gmail.com

0407 711 197

CFS (Brentwood)

08 8854 4299

bevjam47@gmail.com

0428 858 312

CFS (Warooka)

08 8854 5299

ferd.judi@gmail.com

0402 782 325

YP Visitor Information Centre

1800 202 445

naylorm@bigpond.com

0408 898 472

SYP Community Hub

08 8852 1820

robynger25@bigpond.com

0419 806 148

YP Council

08 8832 0000

YP Council (Emergency After Hours)

08 8832 2999

Daryl Rohde (Project Mgr)

Barbara Winter
Melissa Gilchrist
Naomi Porter

melissahbpa@bigpond.com
naomihbpa@bigpond.com

Leonie Socratous
Anthony Williams
Bev James
Judi Machadinho
Michael Naylor
Robyn Geraghty
Jenny Hissey
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Tide Times….
Point Turton
Lat 34 o 56’

Long 137o 21’
(as taken from the BoM)

Block Slashing
It’s that time of year when blocks around town need slashing. The HBPA has
a ride on mower and can do a standard size block for only $80 for members.
If you are not a member, the price is $100.
(Hint: Sign up as a member and it will cost you no more!)
Ring on 0429 398 848 to book in.
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